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""IT ^ "T~hile these relaxations were in progress a

%^k/   messenger from Pagan arrived. He re-

T   T      ported that Mahabo's mission had met

with instant success. When Thihathu was informed

that the capture of a white elephant synchronised with

his assumption of the White Umbrella, he exhibited the

utmost satisfaction and in an uncritical moment filled

Mahabo's mouth with gold, as a way of showing the

value he put upon his words. He had scarcely patience

to hear the whole, before he began giving orders for

the preparation of his barge. The messenger added that

he might be expected during the week.

It was, in fact, on the fifth day after the reception of
this report that the royal barge was sighted far up the
reach. Yazathingyan's arrangements were complete;
the moment for which he had waited so long was at
hand. His scouts reported that Thihathu, though ac-
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